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Editorial Team  

    From the Editorial Team Υ    

Dear Friends: 

In our last Pringle Newsletter, the editorial page focused on the theme ñwhatôs in a Name?ò  We 

acknowledged that the origin of the Pringle surname comes from a specific location, Hop-ring-

hill, in Southern Scotland.  It was only in  the late 16th century, or early 17th, that the nameôs 

spelling settled as Pringle.  Today, let us continue to ask whether there is anything unique or 

characteristic about the Pringle surname.  We think there is! 

The Pringle family motto for many generations has been inscribed in 

the Latin words ñAmicitia Reddit Honoresò.  The usual translation 

is written as ñFriendship gives Honoursò  Some have written it as 

ñFriendship reflects Honourò. (Perhaps we have a reader who is a 

Latin scholar who may be able to give some further insight). 

ñFriendshipò ï thatôs a beautiful thing, something each of us value 

in our circle of family and friends.  There is a well known verse of a 

poem which describes it this way: 

  ñTrue friendship is a joyous thing and gives us happy hours. 
A friendless life would be so drear like gardens without flowers.ò 
 

The great Scottish writer, Sir Walter Scott, wrote ñWhen true friends meet in an adverse hour, tis 

like a sunbeam through a shower.ò  Most of us will agree that we value true friendships, those 

that last through hard times or whenever we have differences.  Such friendships give us strength 

and a little ñjoi de vivreò 

Well hereôs a thought.  We who have the surname Pringle, and all of Pringle descent ï wouldnôt 

it be special if we were known by others around the world as being good friends?  Can we, who 

claim this motto, practice it in all our relationships, particularly through the uncertain times of a 

pandemic when we do not shake hands, or through the period of a presidential election for exam-

ple?  The November 7th ñVirtual Pringle Gatheringò will give us opportunity to share friendship 

with each other and share possible ancestry connections and sources (see announcement on page 

2). 

So, what are your thoughts about our family motto?  Do you see any pathways along which we 

could promote it?  Could we make this part of the purpose or mission of our clan?  We would 

like to hear your thoughts. Submit them here 

We conclude with the words of a well-known Irish toast: 

ñThere are good ships, and there are wood ships, and ships that sail the sea. 
But the best ships are óFriendshipsô, and may they always be.ò 

 

With friendship to all ï The Editorial Team ï Derek, Erika, James and Pam  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjxq9fb-Pp8U9kn3Vy1xeacTtOlIZu6HcspZ_JKmqFOQDzbw/viewform


 

 

Just a year ago the CPANA Steering Committee began to make 

plans for a Pringle Gathering event.  The planned location was 

Charleston, NC.  Then the unexpected happened.  As we saw 

more media talk about the dangers of covid-19 we decided to 

put plans on hold.  By the time we reached June it was clear 

that the Fall in person Gathering would not be possible.  Over 

the next few months many of us became familiar with doing 

meetings virtually, so when the suggestion was made to have a 

ñVirtual Pringle Gatheringò the steering committee unanimous-

ly agreed. 

We can still meet and get to know other Pringles and Pringle 

descendants.  Therefore, we are putting  out a ñfriendlyò Prin-

gle invitation.  We invite you to register now.  The purpose of 

the Gathering is to get to know each other and to share family 

stories.  Tell us about your Pringle connections and how far 

back you can trace your family tree.  Through  this sharing we 

will discover new links, new connections and have lots of fun. 

Once you register, we will email you the link for the Virtual 

Gathering so you can join the conversation on November 7.  

Welcome All!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Register Here 

MY JOURNEY TO THE CHIEFSHIP  

By Sir Norman Murray Archibald MacGregor Pringle of that Ilk 
and Stichill, 10th Baronet 

Chief of the Name and Arms of the Honourable Clan Pringle 

 

On 5th January 1683 King Charles II 

granted letters patent to my ancestor Rob-

ert Pringle second Baron of Stichill, and 

ñhis male heirs from his bodyò the digni-

ty, title, grade, and honour of Knight Bar-

onet. 

The Pringle Y-DNA Surname Project (the 

Project) started in April 2009 and was 

originally hosted by DNA Heritage. In 

April 2011 Family Tree DNA acquired 

DNA Heritage and the Project continues to this day. The Project 

incorporated a search for a Chief of the Clan (details are posted on 

the Clan Pringle website). Customarily, the Chief is the highest-

ranking member of the family. 

On 2nd August 2013 an eminent forensic scientist provided an Ex-

pert Opinion concerning the Y-DNA results and evidence from the 

project, including the statement of Professor Dr James Dewey 

Watson.  The expert opinion was to Court standards, and accompa-

nied by a Statutory Declaration supporting my claim for succession 

to the Baronetcy of Pringle of Stichill. 

On 3rd September 2013, I lodged a Petition in the Lyon Court to 

matriculate the arms of Pringle of Stichill and to claim the Chief-

ship. 

The Warrant of King Edward the Seventh dated 8th February 1910 

provides that the Roll of Baronets can be revised and corrected 

from time to time. I delivered the documents comprising my claim 

to the Pringle of Stichill Baronetcy to the Assistant Registrar of the 

Peerage and Baronetage on 12th September 2013. 

Subsequently, under section 4 of the Judicial Committee Act 1833, 

Her Majesty The Queen required the Board, comprised of seven 

Supreme Court judges, to advise as to (i) who is now entitled to be 

entered on the Official Roll of the Baronetage as the Baronet of 

Pringle of Stichill and (ii) whether the evidence resulting from 

DNA samples from the Pringle Y-DNA Surname Project should be 

admitted in order to determine the first question. The Board ac-

cepted the DNA evidence and concluded that Norman Murray 

Archibald MacGregor Pringle is the grandson of the eighth baronet 

and is, as the heir male of the first baronet, entitled to succeed to 

the baronetcy of Pringle of Stichill and advised Her Majesty ac-

cordingly on 20th June 2016. The Crown Office confirmed that 

DNA evidence has never before been used to settle any claim to a 

hereditary title. 

Following my successful claim to the Baronetcy of Stichill, the 

Lyon Court heard my revised Petition for the Chiefship of Clan 

Pringle on 27th June 2019. My Petition was supported by the evi-

dence of Mr Gordon MacGregor, genealogical researcher, with a 

successful outcome reached in the Lord Lyonôs Findings and Rea-

sons published on 28th February 2020. (See lists of Pringle Clan 

Chiefs on next page). 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4fMgmKKKAk1LBJJfF_ih-JqaWMG-zfc3PaAQUov6VMKr5JQ/viewform

